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I. Today we will focus on the dynamic interaction between neoliberalism and covert/underground/shadow economies.  
a. In anthropology the phrase, “tribes make states and states make tribes” encapsulates the kind of theoretical interaction I am interested in exploring here.
b. By examining the continual persistence of illegal/underground/shadow economies within the global context of neoliberal intensification and proliferation of legal economies, a dynamic even symbiotic interaction between these two economic counterparts can be suggested.

c. In other words, as neoliberalism became or continues to become a global paradigm, and legal markets are continually extended into the metaphors and meanings of cultural life, illegal markets also proliferate as an attendant and necessary aspect of this process.
d. Thus we can look at how shadow economies are politically and economically useful to neoliberal policy and its proponents in addition to how underground economies may in fact flourish under neoliberalism 

e. As a doctrine privileging the transformative magic of all markets, the bright shining light of neoliberal economies may produce robust covert economies in its shadows.

II. First, a bit more on Neoliberalism: a “market driven” philosophy of economic and cultural policy designed to maximize the role of private enterprise in statecraft: an economic doctrine limiting the scope of govt.
1. Marked by a desire to identify and expand markets by increasing the number, frequency, repeatability, and formalization of transactions

2. Creation of networked societies – lots of transactions marked not only by increased access/equality but interactions/links between these transactions
3. Maximization of suppliers not specialized enterprises 

a. Creating global links between people, knowledge, and cultures

4. Neoliberalism as ideology:  See world in market metaphors.  

a. Markets of nations, cities, regions

b. Cities sell selves as a location for entrepreneurs: economic zones/districts
5. Humans exist for the market: an assumption that it is good to participate in the market and those who do not have failed in some way.

6. Every human being is an entrepreneur managing their own life, and should act as such

7. Everyone should be an entrepreneur

8. No distinction between market economy and a market society

9. A philosophy in which the existence and operation of market are valued in themselves, separate from any previous interaction with produced goods/services and without attempt to justify them
a. Thus the operation of market is an ethic in itself acting as a guide for all human action.
10. Further aspects/challenges to this depiction of Neoliberalism?
a. What are your understandings of the concept?

11. Ong’s depiction in the Introduction to Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty (2006)
a. Ong’s depicition of neoliberalism is less critical

i. Not simply a form of predatory capitalism as much as a malleable technology of governing used by democratic, military, communist govts. of SEAsia in different ways.

b. These states make exceptions (following Schmitt and Agamben’s use of states of exception or perpetual emergency) to their usual political practices in order to interface with the global economy.

c. These exceptions are re-engineering political spaces and populations

i. Ethnographic examples: China’s special economic zones, pro-capitalist Islam and women’s rights in Malaysia, Singapore’s transformation as a hub of scientific expertise, and Pacific-spanning regimes of flexible labor and knowledge.
ii. Her thesis argues that an interactive mode of citizenship is emerging, organizing people and distributing rights and benefits to them according to their marketable skills rather than according to their membership within nation-states.
d. U.S. based definition of neoliberalism (1) juxtaposed w. neoconservatism
i. Which is precisely why I want to suggest linkages between neoliberalism and shadow economies to complicate Ong’s functional picture
ii. Nevertheless, her usage of the concept of “exception” is powerful: 

iii. As states of exception and perpetual emergency are reliant on deviance, criminality, and terrorism, continual economic exceptions made in service of global economic integration are reliant on an opposition to corruption, illegal, covert and underground economies.

III. Shadow economies
a. [image: image1.emf]In Guns, Girls, Gambling and Ganja: Thailand’s Illegal Economy and Public Policy (1998), Thai economists Pasuk, Sangsit and Nualnoi define the hidden part of the economy not captured in national income accounts and recorded in GNP tables 
b. Variously called the underground economy, black market, shadow economy, informal economy, or parallel economy – They theoretically divide into five parts:
c. Aspects of these economies we encounter or interact with in our research or in fieldwork?
i. UN Security meetings w. WTO or IMF preceded by cosmetic removal of street vendors and a visual erasure of “underground” media markets. 

IV. In the Vietnamese context, we have the seemingly unlikely marriage of neoliberalism and post-millennial communism exemplified in Bill Clinton’s historic visit to Hanoi in Nov. 2000 a few months after the US/Vietnam bilateral trade agreement and, six years after the U.S.-led trade embargo on Vietnam was lifted.
a. [image: image2.emf]Anthropologist Christina Schwenkel, opens her 2009 ethnography, The American war in contemporary Vietnam.  with a description of the Clinton security entourage and then analyzes how:
[image: image3.emf]
b. The 1999 film "Three Seasons” (Ba Mùa)
i. This was the first American film to be made in Vietnam after Clinton lifted the embargo. 
ii. The filmmakers were followed by Vietnamese inspectors throughout filming.

c. Filmed in Ho Chi Minh city depicting the early days of the “New Vietnam” 

i. (Curiously, “New Vietnam” was a theme park proposed to be built near Florida’s Cape Canaveral, intended to simulate, “what the Vietnam War was like during the height of fighting”)
d. Interest of time, we will not watch the more poetic parts of the film, including the story of teacher Dao and his leprosy-induced missing fingers: dreams of visiting the river markets and dropping lotus flowers to float there: film about desire (economic)
e. But the film offers a window into not only the promises of neoliberal dreams in former Saigon just prior to Clinton’s high-profile visit, but also into many aspects of the New Vietnam’s shadow economy: how do they interact? 

i. Through the medium of desire (individual desire and neoliberal desire)
V. Discussion

a. Instrumental logic/rationality

i. The logic of instrumental norms

b. Human rights discourses: liberal grounding as “depoliticized”

i. Technical template of transformation for global interaction

c. Liberal/neoliberal universal

i. Avoidance of normative conventions

d. Possibilities for interaction within BMBF group across disciplines
i. Future collaborations between economics/political science/anthropology/history

ii. Within context of democratization/decentralization
